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Washington,  D.  C.,  September  9 , 1920. 

Gentlemen  : In  compliance  with  your  order,  I have  the  honor  to 
submit  herewith  the  report  of  the  assessor’s  office  for  the  fiscal  year 
ended  June  30,  1920,  together  with  a statement  of  the  assessed  value 
of  the  taxable  real  estate  and  personal  property  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1920,  and  certain  sug- 
gestions and  recommendations  looking  toward  the  improvement  of 
the  service. 

The  act  of  Congress  approved  September  1, 1916,  provides  that  real 
estate  in  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  be  assessed  every  two  years. 
The  assessment  beginning  July  1,  1919,  i.  e.,  for  the  fiscal  year  1920, 
is  as  follows : 


Washington  City  and  county  : 

Assessed  valuation  of  land $213,  499,  811.  00 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 213, 123,  819.  00 


Total  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  in  the  District  of 

Columbia  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1920 426,  623,  630.  00 

Real  estate  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1920,  Wash- 
ington City  and  county 6,  399,  354.  45 


For  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1919,  the  assessed  valuation  of 
real  estate  in  the  District  of  Columbia  was  as  follows  : 


Washington  City  and  county : 

Assessed  valuation  of  land $208,  097,  025.  00 

Assessed  valuation  of  improvements 206,  513,  666.  00 


Total  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  in  the  District  of 

Columbia  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1919 414,  610,  691.  00 

Real  estate  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1919,  Wash-= 

ington  City  and  county 6,  219, 160.  37 

Personal  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1919 2,  675, 151.  04 


Total  real  estate  and  personal  tax 8,  894,  311.  41 


Personal  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1920. 


Assessment. 

Tax. 

Tangible  personal  property,  at  1J  per  cent 

$66,821,047.00 
1,401,958. 58 

639,667.82 

2.521.551.00 

3.271.916.00 

1.629.852.00 

8,907.75 
3,110,441.52 
3,068,946.16 
9,236.00 
9, 498, 849. 89 

$1,002,315. 71 
28,039.17 

25,586. 74 
100, 862. 04 
130,876.  64 
81,492.  60 

445.39 
186, 626.  49 
184, 136.  77 
369. 44 
379,953.99 

Building  and  loan  associations,  at  2 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 

Incorporated  savings  banks,  at  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings  less  interest  paid 
depositors 

Electric  light  companies,  at  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 

Telephone  companies,  at  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 

Gas  light  companies,  at  5 per  cent  on  gross  earnings 

Georgetown  Barge,  Dock,  Elevator  & Railway  Co.,  at  5 per  cent  on  gross 
earnings 

National  hanks,  at  6 per  cent  on  gross  earnings  

Trust  companies,  at  6 per  cent  on  gross  earnings  

Washington  Market  Co.,  at  4 per  cent  on  gross  earnings,  from  conduits 

Street  railwav  companies,  at  4 per  cent  on  gross  receipts 

Total  assessment  of  tangible  personal  property 

91,982,374. 13 

Total  tangible  tax  for  collection,  1920 

2, 120,  704. 97 
326,073.27 
969,093.83 
88,574.49 
3,089,798.80 

Increase  in  tangible  tax,  1920  over  1919 

Intangible  personal  property,  1920,  at  three-tenths  of  1 per  cent 

323,031,277.00 

Increase  in  intangible  tax,  1920  over  1919 

Grand  total  for  collection,  tangible  and  intangible  tax,  1920 

15307—20  3 
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Personal  tax  for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1920 — Continued. 


Number. 

Accounts,  tangible  only 

9, 716 
7,570 
24, 442 

Accounts,  intangible  only 

Accounts  having  tangible  and  intangible 

Total  accounts,  tangible  and  intangible,  1920 

41, 728 

Summary  of  neiv  buildings  and  additions,  improvements,  etc.,  made  during  the 
fiscal  year  1920  for  assessment  in  the  fiscal  year  1921. 


New  buildings $7,731,300.00 

Additions  and  improvements 9S1,  300.  00 

Gas  mains,  conduits,  railways,  etc 316,  391.  00 


Total 9.  028,  991.  00 

Off 124,913.00 


Remaining  assessment 8,  904,  078.  00 

VALUE  OF  BUILDINGS  EXEMPT  FROM  TAXATION. 

Churches,  schools,  etc 270,  800.  00 

RECAPITULATION. 

Remaining  assessment 8,904,078.00 

Exempt  from  taxation 270,  800  00 

Net  assessment  (taxable) 8,  633, 278.  00 


Number  of  new  buildings. 


Brick 1,  405 

Frame 754 

Metal,  concrete,  etc 1.  343 


Total 3,502 

Number  of  buildings  removed 151 


Increase  in  number  of  buildings * 3,  351 


Comparison  of  annual  assessment  of  improvements  for  the  fiscal  years  190 Jf  to 

1921,  inclusive. 


Year. 

Assessment 
of  new 
buildings. 

Additions 

and 

improve- 

ments. 

Conduits, 

railroads, 

etc. 

Total. 

Off. 

Remain- 

ing. 

Exempt. 

Net 

assessment 

(taxable). 

1904.. 

$5, 761,600 

$1,008,500 

$127,945 

$6, 898, 045 

$320, 345 

$6,577,700 

$1,917,800 

$4,659,900 

1905.. 

5,983,100 

1,153,000 

12, 300 

7,148,400 

339,500 

6,808,900 

1,214,700 

5,594,200 

1906.. 

4,608,500 

847, 900 

73,346 

5, 527, 746 

305, 800 

5,221,946 

259,900 

4,962,046 

1907.. 

13,331,000 

816,042 

108, 642 

14,255,684 

386,800 

13,868,884 

1 5,166,000 

8,702,884 

1908.. 

6,609,900 

594,500 

1,283,471 

8,487, 871 

294,900 

8,192,971 

243,800 

7,949,171 

1909.. 

6,601,500 

651,100 

1,281,670 

8,534,270 

552,900 

7,981,370 

418,200 

7,563,170 

1910.. 

11,391,500 

638,200 

171,707 

12,201,407 

221,300 

11,980,107 

1 3,693,600 

8, 286, 507 

1911.. 

10, 136, 400 

2,076,500 

165, 710 

12,376,110 

296,200 

12,079,910 

1,306,200 

10,773,710 

1912.. 

8,603,600 

1,483,000 

150, 660 

10,237,260 

589,500 

9, 647, 760 

945, 100 

8, 702, 660 

1913.. 

8,293,250 

2, 032, 700 

179,550 

10,505,500 

419,550 

10,085,950 

603,600 

9,482,350 

1914.. 

6, 625, 350 

1,971,050 

154,412 

8, 750, 812 

321,100 

8,429,712 

1,117,200 

7,312,512 

1915.. 

7,566,500 

1,148,500 

51, 769 

8, 766, 769 

778,900 

7,987,889 

2,405,600 

5, 582, 269 

1916.. 

8, 490, 400 

813,400 

123,010 

9,426,810 

159,000 

9,267, 810 

3,320,700 

5,947,110 

1917.. 

7,191,550 

1,418,400 

133, 044 

8, 742, 994 

586, 700 

8,156,294 

762, 200 

7,394,094 

1918.. 

9, 825, 100 

1,583,700 

10,408,800 

280,200 

10,128,600 

2,394,200 

8,734,400 

19W.. 

10,479,550 

2,077,300 

104,070 

12, 660, 920 

117,200 

12,543,720 

6, 329, 500 

6,214,220 

1920.. 

21,425,400 

3,505,700 

201,877 

25,132,977 

163,200 

24,969,777 

17,544,900 

7,424,  S77 

1921 . . 

7, 731,300 

981,300 

316,388 

9,028,991 

124,913 

1 8,904,078 

1 

270,800 

8,633,278 
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Assessments  of  land  and  improvements,  District  of  Columbia,  from  1900  to  1920, 
inclusive,  as  shown  in  yearly  reports. 


Year. 

Land. 

Improve- 

ments. 

Total. 

Year. 

Land. 

Improve- 

ments. 

Total. 

1900... 

$98,836,663 

$77, 730, 886 

$176, 587, 549 

1911.... 

$151,616,821 

$143,150,726 

$294,767,547 

1901 . . . 

98,881,576 

80, 470, 235 

180,334,641 

1912.... 

169,648,481 

160,674,006 

330,322,487 

1902... 

98,580, 564 

83,945,044 

182,525,608 

1913 

169, 153, 9S5 

170,045,005 

339,198,990 

1903 . . . 

119,129,061 

89,390,375 

208,519,436 

1914 .... 

169,212,099 

175,912,045 

345,124,144 

1901 . . . 

119,068,238 

94,182, 180 

213,250,418 

1915.... 

208, 279, 494 

182,029,784 

390, 309, 278 

1905... 

118,912,580 

98,695,716 

217, 608, 296 

1916.... 

207,173,905 

187,035,999 

394,209,904 

1900... 

136,843,419 

102,618.566 

239;  461, 985 

1917.... 

207,355,359 

194,743,873 

402,099,232 

1907... 

136,774,399 

110, 532;  095 

247,306,494 

1918.... 

209,377,939 

200,795,870 

410,173,609 

1908... 

137, 200, 589 

118,124,245 

255,324,834 

1919 

208,097,025 

206, 513, 666 

414,610,691 

1909... 

151,887,660 

125. 683, 292 

277,570,952 

1920.... 

213.499,811 

213, 123,819 

426, 623, 630 

1910... 

151 ',  711, 966 

133;  441, 805 

285, 153, 771 

The  amount  of  special  assessment  work  is  set  forth  in  the  following 
statement  of  special  assessments  levied  during  the  year  ended  June 
30,  1920. 

The  assessments  for  sidewalks,  curbing,  and  alleys  are  levied  under 
the  act  of  August  7,  1894;  assessments  for  street  extensions  under 
various  special  acts,  and  public  act  No.  435,  approved  March  4, 
1913 ; assessments  for  alleys  and  minor  streets  under  section  1608, 
et  seq.,  of  the  Code  of  Law  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  act  of 
March  2,  1907 ; assessments  for  small  parks  under  public  act  No.  435, 
approved  March  4,  1913,  act  approved  July  21,  1914,  and  the  sundry 
civil  act  approved  August  1,  1914.  The  assessments  of  roadways  are 
levied  under  the  act  of  July  21, 1914,  and  public  act  No.  250,  approved 
September  1,  1916;  and  sewer  assessments  are  levied  under  act  of 
Congress  approved  April  22,  1904. 

Assessment  and  permit  work $178,  578.  91 

Paving  roadways 244,  072.  88 


422,  651.  79 

Assessments  levied  by  juries,  street,  extension 26,  479.  99 

449, 131.  78 

Number  of  notices  served  during  the  year,  7,883. 

PERSONAL  TAX  ASSESSMENTS. 

The  personal  tax  levy  for  the  fiscal  year  1920  had  a grand  total 
of  $3,089,798.80,  derived  from  three  different  classes  of  assessment. 
First,  an  amount  derived  from  a levy  of  per  cent  on  household 
furniture  (above  $1,000  value),  merchandise,  jewelry,  boats,  vehicles, 
horses,  etc.,  or  what  is  commonly  known  as  tangible  personal  prop- 
erty; second,  from  a tax  on  the  gross  earnings  of  banks,  trust  com- 
panies, and  public  service  corporations ; third,  from  the  tax  on  moneys 
and  credits,  including  moneys  loaned  and  invested,  bonds  and  shares 
of  stock,  or  what  is  generally  known  as  intangible  personal  property. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  tax  levied  for  the  various 
years  under  the  act  of  July  1,  1902  (32  Stat.,  p.  11-617),  for  the  as- 
sessment of  personal  property;  amended  April  28,  1904  (33  Stat., 
563-565)  ; amended  as  to  intangible  March  3,  1917  (39  Stat.,  1046). 

Although  the  tax  on  personal  property  is  levied  by  a board  of 
assessors,  and  although  an  inspection  is  regularly  made  each  year  by 
the  assessors  and  their  assistant  inspectors,  yet  it  is  true  that  more 
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than  75  per  cent  of  the  tax  is  based  on  the  return  of  the  individuals, 
corporations,  executors,  trustees,  etc.,  having  possession  of  the  prop- 
erty. 

The  personal  tax,  which  also  includes  a tax  on  the  gross  earnings  of 
banks,  trust  companies,  and  public  service  corporations,  has  swelled 
into  a very  respectable  amount  in  the  last  15  years.  In  1902  little 
or  no  tax  was  paid  on  personal  property,  while  now  the  total  tax 
amounts  to  over  $3,000,000.  The  thoroughness  with  which  returns 
and  assessments  are  made  is  indicated  by  the  amount  of  the  intangible 
property  assessment,  which  is  over  $300,000,0t)0,  and  at  the  rate  of 
three-tenths  of  1 per  cent,  produces  a revenue  of  nearly  a million 
dollars.  It  is  this  last  assessment  that  is  the  most  difficult  to  adjust, 
as  the  tangible  personal  property  assessment,  as  well  as  the  revenues 
from  public  utilities,  are  easily  obtained,  and  therefore  as  far  as  the 
law  goes  readily  equalized. 

The  personal-property  law  requires  that  every  citizen,  associa- 
tion, corporation,  firm,  or  company  in  the  District  of  Columbia  shall 
make  a return,  under  affidavit,  on  a schedule  furnished  by  the  assessor, 
and  to  be  filed  during  July,  or  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  August 
each  year.  As  the  1st  of  August  of  this  year  came  on  Sunday,  the 
last  day  of  returns  was  on  Monday,  August  2. 

Failure  to  make  return  subjects  the  owner  to  a penalty  of  20  per 
cent,  which  is  added  to  the  fair  cash  value  of  both  classes  of  personal 
property.  The  rate  of  taxation  upon  all  intangible  personal  prop- 
erty is  three-tenths  of  1 per  cent ; that  is,  30  cents  on  $100  valuation, 
or  $3  on  $1,000  valuation.  The  rate  of  taxation  on  all  tangible 
personal  property  will  be  $1.95  for  this  year,  per  hundred,  based  on 
the  fair  cash  value  of  the  property. 


Tangible  personal  property 
at  1.5  per  cent. 


Year. 


Value.  Tax. 


1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909. 

1910. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

1915. 

1916. 

1917. 

1918. 

1919. 
1)20. 


$14, 872,  .536. 00 

15.932.894.00 

17.624.805.00 

18.806.096.00 

20. 700.403.00 
22, 402, 990.  00 

23.182.110.00  I 

25.192.361.00 

27.550.662.00  ! 

29.609.766.00  I 

32.122.407.00  j 

32.319.713.00  j 

34.530.823.00 

35.041.985.00 

38.316.667.00  ! 

43.140.336.00  I 
56,226,510.50  I 

66.821.047.00 


$223,095. 49 
238, 993. 56 
264,373.08 
282,091.47 
310,506.06 
336,014.85 
352, 100.  50 
377, 885.41 
413,259.93 
444, 146.  49 
481,836.11 
484, 795.  70 
517,962.35 
525, 629. 77 
574,750.01 
647,105.04 
843,397.66 
1,002,315.  71 


Tax  on  pub- 
lic-service 
corporations, 
banks,  etc., 
per  cent  on 
gross 
earnings. 


$340, 437.  57 
398,422. 05 
401,875. 12 
442,243.22 

495.181.94 
527,837.  25 
567,352.78 
629, 137. 00 
676, 280. 86 
687, 799. 14 
713,219. 19 
745,296. 17 
757,864.96 

792. 712. 95 
796,624.90 

835. 181. 95 
951,234.04 

1,118,389. 26 


Tax  on 
intangible 
personal 
property. 


$890,  779. 39 
880,519.34 
969,093.83 


Total. 


$563,533.06 
637,415.61 
666,248. 20 
724,334.69 
805, 688. 00 
863, 882. 10 
919,453.28 
1,007,022.41 

1.089.540.79 
1,131,945.63 

1.195.055.30 
1,230,091.87 

1.275.827.31 
1,318,342.72 
1,371,374.91 
2,373,066.38 
2,675,151.04 

3.089.798.80 


YEARLY  ASSESSMENT  OF  REAL  ESTATE. 


Under  requirements  of  the  act  of  August  14,  1894  (28  Stat.,  282), 
there  is  added  to  the  assessment  roll  at  the  beginning  of  each  fiscal 
year  a list  of  property  which  is  erected  or  under  roof  on  or  prior  to 


REPORT  OF  COMMISSIONERS  OF  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 


7 


July  1,  and  at  the  same  time  there  is  taken  from  the  roll  any  property 
destroyed  or  damaged  during  the  year. 

In  order  to  determine  with  certainty  the  locations  and  sizes  of 
these  properties,  transcripts  are  taken  from  all  permits  in  the  office 
of  the  building  inspector.  These  transcripts  carry  the  square  and  lot, 
number  of  the  house,  dimensions,  character  of  the  building,  and  esti- 
mated value  contained  on  the  permit.  In  like  manner  the  records  of 
the  fire  department  are  resorted  to  for  information  as  to  damages 
through  fire  to  any  structures. 

The  transcripts  are  made  on  cards  and  used  by  the  assessors  in  the 
field  on  their  rounds  of  inspection,  each  piece  of  property  being  ex- 
amined with  care.  The  data  is  backed  up  with  necessary  inquiry  be- 
fore an  assessment  is  made.  The  cost  of  construction  given  by  the 
records  of  the  building  inspector  are  sometimes  erroneous,  but  at 
least  75  per  cent  of  the  values  are  correctly  given.  All  these  values, 
however,  are  tested  by  comparing  the  buildings  with  others  of  like 
character  where  the  cost  has  already  been  determined.  With  large 
buildings  inquiry  is  generally  made  and  the  total  cost  obtained  with 
a great  deal  of  certainty.  All  cases  are  tested  by  factors  of  cubic  con- 
tents or  cost  per  square  foot  of  floor  space. 

Notices  of  the  amounts  of  these  assessments  are  sent  to  the  owners 
and  a period  of  appeal  allowed  between  the  first  Monday  in  July  and 
the  third  Monday  of  the  same  month  each  year.  By  means  of  these 
notices  and  through  data  gathered  during  the  period  of  appeals,  addi- 
tional information  is  gained  and  a thorough  check  is  made  as  to  loca- 
tion and  value. 

The  above  method  of  yearly  assessment  has  been  in  vogue  since 
1894,  except  that  certain  details  have  been  added  to  the  character  of 
the  work.  For  instance,  each  card  now  bears  the  number  of  cubic 
feet  of  the  structure  as  determined  by  the  office  of  the  building  in- 
spector, where  the  building  is  large  in  character,  like  a bank,  apart- 
ment house,  or  commercial  plant,  and  these  figures  of  contents  are 
also  verified  by  work  in  the  office  of  the  assessor. 

The  real  estate  accounts  now  number  about  52,000  and  the  number 
of  lots  and  parcels  of  ground  about  185,000. 

BIENNIAL  ASSESSMENT  OF  REAL  ESTATE. 

The  biennial  assessment  of  real  estate,  which  is  to  be  completed  by 
the  1st  of  January,  1921,  has  been  started  by  the  assistant  assessors, 
and  they  will  have  as  their  guide  about  80  or  90  per  cent  of  the  sales 
that  have  been  made  during  the  past  two  years.  The  records  show 
that  out  of  $20,000,000  worth  of  sales  the  basis  of  the  old  assessment 
is  within  20  per  cent.  This  seems  more  surprising  as  many  pieces 
of  property  have  sold  from  50  to  100  per  cent  above  the  old  rate. 
However,  such  sales  are  few  when  compared  with  the  volume  of  all 
sales,  and  very  many  sales  have  been  upon  the  basis  of  assessment, 
or  within  10  per  cent  of  that  basis.  A great  many  large  pieces  of 
vacant  and  poorly  improved  property  have  been  sold  at  prices  far 
below'  the  basis  of  assessment,  and  this  condition  applies  to  both  the 
business  section  and  the  outlying  parts  of  the  District. 

The  question  of  equalization  has  given  the  board  of  assessors  con- 
siderable concern,  as  a normal  sale  should  be  by  a willing  seller  to  a 
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willing’  buyer.  But  the  abnormal  state  of  the  market  has  upset  this 
rule,  as  many  have  been  driven  to  purchase  property  who  did  not 
actually  desire  to  own  a home  but  were  forced  to  pay  either  an  ex- 
orbitant price  for  the  property,  with  some  hope  of  being  able  to 
finance  it,  or  else  to  attempt  to  pay  a rental  that  seemed  to  be  entirely 
beyond  their  means. 

The  abnormal  price  of  building  material  as  well  as  the  cost  of  labor 
has  placed  some  kind  of  premium  on  all  buildings  already  erected. 
This  premium,  of  course,  is  greater  on  new  buildings  than  on  the 
very  old  ones.  The  question  therefore  confronts  the  assessors  as  to 
how  far  they  should  go  in  raising  assessments  on  improvements,  par- 
ticularly upon  the  old  ones.  It  can  be  stated,  however,  that  a cer- 
tain amount  of  raise  will  be  made  on  the  very  new  structures,  on 
apartment  houses,  fine  office  buildings,  and  first-class  residences.  It 
is  doubtful  whether  little  or  anything  will  be  done  with  middle-class 
houses  or  old  structures. 

The  biennial  assessment  when  completed  will  be  open  to  review 
between  the  first  Monday  in  January  and  the  first  Mondav  in  June, 
1921. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  TAXES. 

The  total  area  of  the  District  of  Columbia  is  69.245  square  miles 
or  44,316.8  acres.  The  land  occupies  an  area  of  about  39,200  acres, 
and  a little  over  5,000  acres  in  water.  The  original  city  of  Washing- 
ton contains  6,111  acres,  and  Georgetown  has  about  550  acres,  in- 
cluding the  old  additions.  If  this  area  be  extended  to  include  the 
built-up  sections  of  Mount  Pleasant,  Washington  Heights,  and  Co- 
lumbia Heights  there  will  be  about  8,000  acres  of  closely  built-up 
territory,  which  pays  over  three-fourths  of  the  District  taxes.  There 
is  about  the  same  number  of  acres  of  land  subdivided  and  sparsely 
settled. 

In  the  suburban  section  west  of  Rock  Creek  about  3,000  acres  have 
been  subdivided  and  2,000  houses  built  within  these  subdivisions. 
The  thickest  settlements  are  at  Reno,  near  the  Chevy  Chase  Circle, 
Gakview,  and  Cleveland  Park.  Most  of  the  other  subdivisions  have 
few  houses  in  them.  East  of  Rock  Creek  and  north  and  east  of 
Soldiers’  Home,  about  2,500  acres  have  been  subdivided,  none  of  the 
subdivisions  being  closely  built  upon.  Across  the  Anacostia  River, 
about  3,400  acres  have  been  subdivided,  many  of  the  improvements 
being  of  a cheap  character,  as  this  locality  does  not  compete  with 
other  suburban  parts  of  the  District.  There  remains  an  area  of 
unsubdivided  land  about  double  the  size  of  Washington,  Georgetown, 
and  Mount  Pleasant,  or  a little  over  15,000  acres. 

Assessed  value  of  real  and  personal  property , District  of  Columbia. 

REAL  ESTATE  TAXABLE,  1920. 

Land  . $213,499,811.00 

Improvements 213*  123,  819*  00 


426,  623,  630.  00 


Total 
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PERSONAL  PROPERTY. 


Tangible,  $66,821,047,  at  1%  per  cent $1,  002,  315.  71 

Intangible,  $323,031,277,  at  tliree-tenths  of  1 per  cent 969,  093.  83 

Banks,  public  utilities,  etc.,  2 to  6 per  cent 1, 118,  389.  26 


3,  089,  798.  80 

EXEMPT  PROPERTY. 


United  States  property : 

Land 

Improvements  


$131,  660,  620.  00 
114,  097,  500.  00 


Total 


245,  758, 120.  00 


Acres 7,  420 

District  of  Columbia  property : 

Land  $4,899,224.00 

Improvements 10, 181,  700.  00 


Total 


15,  080,  924.  00 


Acres 623 

Religious,  educational,  charitable  institutions,  and  foreign 

legations : 

Land $10,  679,  003.  00 

Improvements 16,  754,  600,  00 

Total 27,  433,  603.  00 

Acres  1.  265 

FIELD  WORK. 

Sales  are  gathered  by  a force  of  field  men  and  are  obtained  from 
either  the  buyer  or  the  seller  or  agent  or  trustee,  and  are  frequently 
confirmed  from  other  sources  as  a true  consideration  of  all  sales  in 
the  end  falls  into  the  hands  of  certain  real  estate  dealers. 

These  last  sales,  however,  have  been  further  confirmed  by  stamps 
attached  to  the  deeds,  together  with  trusts  or  loans  on  the  properties. 
It  may  be  said  that  80  per  cent  of  the  sales  have  been  checked  in 
this  way,  so  that  our  amounts  are  felt  to  be  quite  accurate. 

In  the  business  section  all  of  the  large  sales  have  been  gathered 
and  I do  not  believe  that  5 per  cent  of  the  sales  have  been  missed 
within  the  period  indicated.  In  other  sections  of  the  city  probably 
90  per  cent  of  the  sales  have  been  gathered.  They  are  of  sufficient 
accuracy  and  frequency  to  measure  with  a great  deal  of  certainty 
the  relation  between  assessed  valuations  and  true  value  as  indicated 
by  amounts  paid  by  the  community.  Such  comparisons  are  made  in 
the  same  way  as  indicated  in  the  Census  Bulletin  of  1918,  where 
other  cities  or  where  commissions  have  made  a test  of  sufficient  assess- 
ments. 

Nearly  2,000  sales,  made  between  July  1,  1916,  and  July  1,  1919, 
give  a consideration  of  thirty-six  and  a half  millions,  which  prop- 
erties are  assessed  at  two-thirds  of  thirty-seven  and  a half  millions, 
as  shown  by  the  assessment  that  went  into  effect  on  July  1,  1919. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  relation  between  sales  made  from 
July,  1916,  to  July,  1919,  and  the  basis  of  the  current  assessments: 


Section. 

Full  value 
on  basis  of 
assessment. 

July,  1916, 
to  July, 
1919, sale. 

Number 
of  sales. 

Business  section 

127,321,803 

2, 775, 990 
4,512,474 
683,  243 
693, 818 
1 1,583,198 

?26, 197,550 

2,978,910 
4,400, 135 
635, 170 
660, 823 
1,673,043 

414 

452 

352 

193 

179 

403 

Northwest  county  (Colorado  Road,  Florida  Avenue,  Barry  Place, 

Georgia  Avenue,  and  Sixteenth  Street) 

Northwest  citv  (Fourteenth  to  Fifteenth,  M to  T Streets)... 

Southwest  (B  to  M Streets,  Four  and-a-half  to  Twelfth  Streets) 

Southeast  (Fourth  to  Fighth  Streets,  Fast  Capitol  to  M Streets) 

Northeast  (Fourth  to  Eighth  Streets,  East  Capitol  to  Florida  Avenue) 

Business  section,  bounded  by  Connecticut  Avenue  and  Seventeenth 
Street,  M Street,  Fourteenth,  K,  Fifth,  Third,  and  the  Mall: 

1916 

37, 570,526 

36,546,631 

1,493 

4, 280, 268 
4,502, 190 
5,144,776 
13,394,569 

3, 481,650 
4,105,353 
5, 102, 880 
13,507,667 

1917 

1918 

1919 



27,321,803 

26,197,550 

WATER-MAIN  TAX  DIVISION. 

During  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30,  1920,  the  water-main  tax 
division  levied  assessments  in  the  amount  of  $65,260.32,  as  against 
$27,484.45  last  year.  The  collections  follow : Current  tax  accounts. 
$38,634.15 ; tax  sales,  March,  1920,  $2,376.13  ; interest,  $2,110.91 ; total, 
$43,121.19. 

About  200  notices  were  delivered  and  17,086  tax  certificates  received 
the  attention  of  this  office. 

TRANSFERS  AND  SALES  OF  PROPERTY. 

During  the  past  year  this  office  has  entered  data  relating  to  the 
transfer  of  16,405  pieces  of  property,  as  compared  with  10,772  of 
last  year.  One  clerk  is  employed  continually  in  examining  deeds  in 
the  land  records  of  the  District  of  Columbia  (recorder  of  deeds’ 
office),  and  a short  reference  or  brief  of  each  transfer  is  entered  on 
loose  leaves,  afterwards  being  permanently  bound  in  book  form, 
which  become  transfer  books  of  ready  reference. 

SUMMARY. 

The  office  has  prepared  28  assessment  ledgers,  giving  a complete 
record  of  all  taxable  real  and  personal  property  within  the  District 
of  Columbia.  The  accounts  in  these  ledgers  are  arranged  alpha- 
betically, giving  the  name  of  the  individual  or  corporation  owning 
real  estate  or  personal  property. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  office  continually  revises  its  cards  and 
records  to  correspond  to  the  new  lot  numbers  in  the  city,  made  by 
subdivisions  recorded  with  the  District  surveyor. 
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ESTIMATED  REVENUES. 

In  compliance  with  the  commissioners’  order  of  June  18,  1920,  a 
committee  consisting  of  the  auditor,  the  assessor,  and  the  collector  of 
taxes  prepared  and  submitted,  on  September  8,  1920,  a statement  of 
the  estimated  revenues  of  the  District  of  Columbia  (exclusive  of  the 
revenues  of  the  water  department)  for  the  fiscal  year  to  end  June  30, 
1922.  The  estimate  is  as  follows,  using  a rate  of  1.95  per  cent  for 
both  realty  taxes  and  taxes  on  tangible  personal  property : 

Tax  collections: 

Realty  taxes $9,  000,  000 

Personal  taxes 2,  650,  000 

Special  reimbursable  taxes 150 

Intangible  property  taxes 1,  000,  000 

Insurance  taxes 175,  000 

Penalties  and  interest  on  all  taxes 60,  000 

Licenses : 

Dog  taxes 17,  000 

Elevator  operators 300 

Engineers 150 

Insurance 23, 000 

Miscellaneous 140,  000 

Motor-vehicle  operators J! 45,  000 

Plumbers 50 

Rents : 

Markets 28,  000 

Wharves,  street  termini,  and  buildings 10,  000 

Fish  wharves  and  pipe  lines 7,  000 

Vault  spaces 2,  000 

Fines : 

Police  court 230,  000 

Juvenile  court 150 

Fees : 

Advertising  taxes  in  arrears 2,  500 

Building  permits 15,  000 

Crematorium 500 

Electrical  permits 4,000 

Health  department , 500 

Gas  and  meter  inspection 1,  000 

Motor  vehic’e  tags 225,  000 

Municipal  court 15,  000 

Pound j 500 

Public  convenience  stations 2,  500 

Railing  permits,  etc 400 

Recorder  of  deeds,  surplus  fees 4,  000 

Register  of  wills,  surplus  fees 100 

Sewer  and  gas  permits 3,  000 

Superintendent  of  weights,  measures,  and  markets 3,  500 

Surveyor 10,  000 

Tax  certificates 3,  500 

Water-service  permits 1,  000 

Court  of  appeals,  surplus  fees 2,  000 

Special  assessments : 

Street  extensions,  all 40,  000 

Street  extensions,  one-half 1,  ooo 

Assessment  and  permit  work,  including  sidewalks,  curbs,  alley 

paving,  and  sewer  construction 75,000 

Street  paving,  Borland  amendment 100,  000 

Special  park  improvements 1 } 000 
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Miscellaneous : 

Sale  of  old  materials $3,  000 

Sale  of  District  regulations 100 

Sales,  workhouse 10,  000 

Sales,  reformatory 1,  000 

Sales,  Home  for  the  Aged  and  Infirm 2,  000 

Sales,  garbage-reduction  plant 100,  000 

Board  and  care  of  insane 15,  000 

Tuition  of  nonresident  pupils,  public  schools 2,  000 

Damages  to  District  property 1,  000 

Miscellaneous 1,  500 


Total 14,  034,  400 

Less  estimated  amount  required  for  policemen’s  and  firemen’s  relief 
funds,  less  retents  and  fines  to  be  deducted  from  pay  of  policemen 
and  firemen 262,  000 


Net  revenues  available 13,  772,  400 


This  amount  will  be  reduced  to  $11,322,400  by  using  a rate  of  1.50 
per  cent  instead  of  1.95  per  cent. 

In  the  appendix  I have  given  the  estimates  of  the  assessor’s  office 
for  the  fiscal  year  1922. 

Wm.  P.  Richards, 
Assessor , District  of  Columbia. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 
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